Exposures estimates of the Wittenoom mining workforce and town residents - Implications associated with risk estimation for persons exposed to asbestiform riebeckite.
The mining of crocidolite at Wittenoom from 1943 to 1966 is infamous due to the adverse health outcomes in the mining and milling workforce and the non-mining residents and families. Proportional latency risk analysis provided estimates that 6% of the mine workforce along with 1.9% of women and 1.1% of children residents who were environmentally exposed, have or will die from mesothelioma. The absence of environmental exposure data relevant to the period restricts the extrapolation of these historical risk outcomes being applied to the low level exposures from natural contaminant crocidolite and other amphibole fibres experienced in contemporary mining practices in the Pilbara region.